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H E following 8 was 4 5 
in order to give, a clear View of Facts; 


and to free the Houſe of Repreſentatroes, 
from fome very injurious aſperfions,: that 


hoe been caſt upon them, by ill-minded people 


out of doors. - Whether the writer has acquitted 
himſelf as becomes a candid and impartial vindi- 
cator, is ſubmitted to the judgment of the publick ; 


which. is ever finally given without © Favour or 


Affection; and therefore the appeal is made to a 
truly reſpeFtable and. ſolenm tribunal ? At the 
ſame time that a ſincere love is profeſſed for all 
men, and the duty of honour and reverence to- 
wards ſuperiors is freely acknowledged, it muſt 


be allowed that one of the beſt ways of fulfilling 


theſe Duties, is in a modeſt and humble endeavour, 
5 ö by 


of men are to be called i in queſtion. 


"© 
— — 
6 
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„ Te PREFACE 


by calm reaſon and argument, to convince mankind 


F therr miſtakes when they happen to be guilty of 


any. The more elevated the perſon who errs, 

the ſeronger ſometimes is the obligation to refute 
him ; for the Errors of great men are often of 
very dangerous conſequence to themſelves, as well 
as to the little ones below them. However it is 


a very di ffagreable- taſk, to engage in any kind of [) 


oppoſition to the leaft individual in Society; and 


much more ſo when the opinions of Gentlemen of 


the firſt rank and abilities, and of publick bodies 


-The work? ever bad 5 and will be pitt 
equally divided, between thoſe two great parties, 
wulgarly called the winners, and the looſers; or 
to ſpeak more preciſely, between thoſe who are 
diſcontented that they have no Power, and thoſe 


* neber ehink they can have ena b. 5 


Nou, it 18 abſolutely impeſſh ble to pleaſe both 


files either by temporizing, trimming or retreat- 


ing; the two former juſily incur the cenſure of a 
\ wicked heart, the latter that of cowardice, and 


. fairly and manfull by fightmg - the battle out, is in 


the opinion of many worſe than either. All fur- 


ther apology for this performance ſhall be ſum d 
wp in the adage. Amicus Socrates, amicus Plato, 
* magis Amica veritas. 


* 


6 
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of VINDICATION, 6. 


EN Quorum of the houſe of rene 
| an of the Province of the Maſſachuſeths- 
nl 1 Bay, being met, on the Sth of Sept. A. D. 
2 1762. according to prorogation, infor- 
5. med his Excellency the Governour by a 
dcdccommittee choſen for that en at 
they were ready to proceed to buſineſs. The commit- 


tee teturned that they had delivered the Meſſage. Mr. 
Secretary came down ſoon after with a meſſage from his 


Excellency, directing the attendance of the Houſe in 


the council chamber. Mr. Speaker with the Houſe 


immediately went up; when hisExcellency!was pleaſed 


to make the following Speech; of which Mr. Speaker 
obtained a Copy, and then with the houſe returned to 
their own Chamber. __— | „ HP > 


His Excellency's ſpeech is as follows. Viz. 
«© Gentlemen of the Council, an; 
Gentlenen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, | 


1 I HAVE been always deſirous to make your At- 


tendance in this General Court as unexpenſive to 
«« your Conſtiments and as convenient to yourſelves 
« as the Nature and. Incidents of the public Buſineſs 


% will allow, But, as, whilſt the War continues, this 
Province, however happy in the Operations being re- 


** moved 


Ti 
46 
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moved at a Diſtance, muſt expect to bear ſome Share 


of the Trouble and Expence of it: It will ſome- 
times unavoidably happen that I muſt be obliged to 
call you together at an unſeaſonable Time. 

« IT HavgE now to lay before you a Requiſition of 
His Excellency Sir ]JzrrExY AMHERST, who, obſerv- 
ing that the great and important Services on which 
His Majeſty's Regular Trom are now employed, 
and the Uncertainty of their Return, render it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, that Proviſion ſhould be made in 
Time for garriſoning the ſeveral Poſts on this Con- 
tinent during the Winter, deſires that you would pro- 
vide for continuing in Pay the ſame Number of 


Troops that remained during laſt Winter; that is, 


Six Captains, Thirteen Subalterns, and Five Hund- 


red and Seventy Two Privates, amounting in the 
whole to Five Hundred and ninety, one Men. . 


„I Must obſerve to you that the Neceſſity of this 
Requelt ariſes from the preſent. vigorous Exertion in 


the HYeft-Indies ; which promiſes effectually to 
humble the Pride of our Enemies, and pave the Way 
to Peace, As this glorious Expedition cannot but 
have your entire Approbation, I doubt not but you 


will readily embrace this Opportunity to give a pub» 


lic Teſlimony of it. 


2 Concern upon Account of the National 


« Tas French Inyaſion of Newfoundland muſt give 


ofs which the Interruption of the Fiſhery there 
muſt have occafioned, although this Province will not, 


in its own particular, greatly ſuffer thereby. But I 
am perſuaded that the Reign of the French in thoſe 
Parts is by this Time near over; and I flatter my+ 


ſelf that this Government will haye ſome Share in the 
Honour of putting an End to it. 

„Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 

„ THe great Alarm which ſpread itſelf over the 

Country upon the French getting Poſſeſſion of a 

ſtrong Poſt in Neuſoundland, obliged me with the 

| . Advice 


7 


7 


« Advice of Council to take ſome cautionary Steps 
«© which have been attended with Expence. But as 
« theſe Meaſures were adviſed with an apparent Expe- 
« diency, and have been conducted in the moſt frugal 
«« Manner, I doubt not but what has been done will 
« have your Approbation. I ſhall inform you of the 
«« Occaſion of theſe Expences, and order the Accounts 
t thereof to be laid before you. 


Gentlemen of the Council, and 5 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repr eſentatives, i 


« As I have called you together at this Time with 
« Reluctance, fol ſhall be deſirous to diſmiſs you, as 
« ſoon as the public Buſineſs ſhall have had due Con- 
«« ſideration. This, I apprehend, will take up. not 
% many Days; after which. I ſhall be glad to reſtore 
« you to your ſeveral Engagements at your own 
Homes with as little Loſs of Time as may be. 
Council-Chamber, 52 3 
Set. 8, 1762. FRA. BIXIIn. 
This ſpeech (with General Amherſt's Letter therein 
referred to) being read, the Conſideration thereof was 
appointed for the next morning at nine of the clock. 
September the gth, the houſe agreable to the order 
of the day, entered into the Confideration of his Excel- 
lency's ſpeech, . 


In the courſe of the debate the following ſpeech was 
made, as nearly as can be recollected by memory ; 


Mir. Speaker, | 

% This Province has upon all occaſions been diſtin- 

guiſhed by its loyalty and readineſs to contribute its-moſt 

ſtrenuous efforts for his majeſty's ſervice. I hope this 

| ſpirit will ever remain as an indelible Characteriſtick of 

this People. Every thing valuable is now at ſtake. Our 
moſt Gracious Sovereign, and his royal Predeceſſor, of 
bleed memory, have for ſome years been engage — a 


7:83 


bloody and expenſive, but moſt juſt and neceffary War, 
with the powerful Enemies of their Perſons, Crown 
and Dignity ; and conſequently of all our invaluable 
civil and religious Rights and Priviledges. The Al- 
mighty has declared the juſtice of this War, by giving us 
the moſt aſtoniſhing ſeries of Victories and Triumphs 
recorded in ancient or modern ſtory. From theſe Suc- 
ceſſes we had reaſon to hope that the War would have 
ended laſt year in a glorious peace. Our King and 
Father has condeſcended to tell us that his Endeavours 
for that * were fruſtrated by Gallic Chicanery and 
Perfidy. The King of Spain has been prevailed upon 
to break his Neutrality, to forſake his alliance with 
Great Britain, to turn a deaf Ear c the Intereſt and 
Crĩes of his own Subjects, and to attach himſelf to the 
Party of France and af Heil. Rut Heaven fill ſmiles 
upon his Majeſty's Arms. We have within chis Hour 
received undoubted Intelligence of 2 memorable Vic- 
tory obtained by Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick ;\ and 
of the Reduction of the Havannah, the Key of che Spa- 
niſh Treaſury, Beſides an immenſe Value in ſpecie 
we have taken and deſtroyed one quarter of the Spaniſh 
navy. "This has been done at a bad Seaſon of the 
year and in Spite of as Gallant a defence as ever was 
made of a ſtrong Hold. MM,. Speaker, the Fate of 
North America, and perhaps ultimately of Great Bri- 
tain herſelf depends upon this War. 
Our own immediate Intereſt therefore, as well as 
the general Cauſe of our King and Country, requires 
thatwe ſhould contribute the laſt peny, and the laſt 
drop of Blood, rather than, that by any backwardneſs 
of outs, his Majeſty's Meaſures ſhould be embarraiſed; 
and thereby any of the Enterprizes, that may be plan- 
ned for the Regular Troops miſcarry. Some of theſe 
Conſiderations, I preſume, induced the Aſſembly, upon 
his Majeſty's Requiſition, ſignified laſt Spring by Lord 
Egremont ſo cheerfully and unanimouſly to raiſe thirty 
three Hundred Men for the preſent Campaign; and 
upon another Requiſition, ſigaified by Sir Zefery Am- 


herſl, 


1 

herſt, to give x handſome bounty for inliſfing about ning 

Hundred mote into the regular Service. The Colohieg 
we know, have been often blamed without Caufe; and 
we have had ſome ſhare of it. Witneſs the miſcarriagtg 
of the pretended Expedition againſt Canada in Quęen 
Anne's Time, juſt before the infamous Treaty of 
Utrecht, It is well known by ſome now living in this 
Metropolis, that every Article, that was to be provided 
here, was in ſuch readineſs, that the Officers, both of the? 
army and navy, expreſſed the utmoſt Surpriſe at jt upon 
their arrival. To ſome of them no doubt it was a Diſ- 
appointment; for in order to ſhift the Blame 
of this ſhameful affair from themſelves, they en- 
deavoured to lay it upon the New-England Colonies.” 
I remember, that by ſome, who would be thought faith 
ful Hiſtorians, the miſcarriage at Auguſtin in the laſt 
War, has been attributed to the neglect of the Caroli- 
nians. But it is now notorious to all, that the miniſtry! 
of that Day never intended that any good Thould come 

of thatEnterprize ; nor indeed of any other, by them ſet” 
on foot, during the whole War. TheCondaQof that War, 
ſo far as the miniſtry were concerned, has been judged 
to be one continued abuſe upon the Sovereign and his 
People. Thank God, we are fallen into better Times. 

The King, the miniſtry, and the People are happily 
united in a vigorous purſuit of the common good. Sure- 
ly then if wwe ſhould diſcover the leaſt remiiſneſs in his 
Majeſty's Service, as we ſhould be truly blame-worthy, , 
we may depend upon having matters repreſented 
in the ſtrongeſt light againſt us, by thoſe who de light to 


do us harm. SR | 
I am therefore clearly for raiſing the men, if Gen. 
imberſt ſhould not * 5 us, by the return of the 
next mail, that he ſhall have no occaſion for them. But 
as his Letter is dated the 4th of Auguſt, before even. 
Moore Caſtle was taken, and ſince the Reduction of the. 
Havannah, a number of the Regulars are returned to 
Neu- Vork, it is poſſible the General may have altered his 


. B | Sentiments 
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Sentiments, as to the neceſſity of theſe Provincials. 

Waiting 2 or 3 Days however can't make any odds in this 
Buſineſs, as our Troops are all inliſted to the laſt of 
October. Upon the whole Mr. Speaker, I am fora 
Committee to take the Governor's Speech and the pre- 
ſentRequiſition intoCanſideration,and makereport.” This 
being ſeconded, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Otis, Is. Tyler, 
General Jinſlow, and Mr. M iu, were appointed a 
Committee to take ſaid Speech and Requiſition into Con- 
ſideration, and make report. The Committee waited 
a few Days for the Return of the Expreſs, but hearing 
nothing further about the men it was taken for granted 
that the General expeted them. The Committee 
therefore without debate unanimouſly reported to the 
Houſe in favour of raiſing them at the bounty of Four 
Pounds each, that is, ten Shillings more than was given 
in the Spring. This Report was likewiſe almoſt unani- 
mouſiy accepted, and the men are now inliſting. 
Here is another Inſtance of the readineſs of this Pro- 
vincs to do every thing in their Power for his Majeſty's 
Service. This Spirit notwithſtanding many ungenerous 
Suggeſtions to the contrary, has remarkably diſcovered 
;eſelf in moſt if not all the Britiſh Colonies during the 
whole War. This Province has ſince the year 1754, levied 
for his Majeſty's Service as Soldiers and Seamen, near 
thirty Thouſand men beſides what have been otherwiſe 
. One year in particular it was faid that every 
fifth man was engaged in one Shape or another. We 
have raiſed Sums for the ſupport of this War that the 
laſt Generation could hardly have formed any Idea of. 
We are now deeply in debt, but ſhould think our ſelves 
amply rewarded if Canada ſhould be retained. 

The Houſe did not enter into a particular Conſidera- 
tion of the latter part of the Governor's Speech, at this 
Time; as it is general; and an explanatory meſſage 
was expected, with particular accounts of all the ex- 
pences alluded to. Accordingly Sept. the 14th Mr. 
Secretary came down with the following meſſage, from 
his Excellency, Viz, ES 

Genilemei 


1 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 

* (NY OON after theFrenchInvaſion of Newfoundland, 
theInhabitants of Salem and Marblehead,who were 
concerned in the Fiſhery North-Weſt of NVova- Scotia, 
were alarmed with Advice that a French Privateer was 
cruiſing in the Gut of Canſo; and petitioned for protec- 
tion for their Fiſhing Veſſels then employed in thoſeSeas. 
As the King George was then out on a Cruize, and 
the Maſachuſetts-Sloop was juſt returned from Penob- 
cot, J fitted the latter out in the readieſt and moſt frugal 
Manner I could. I put on board her twenty-ſix Pro- 
vincials, which I had within my Command, and aug- 
mented her Crew which was eſtabliſhed at ſix Men, to 
twenty-four; and having compleately armed her, ſent 
her to che Gut of Canſo, to 2 of the Fiſhery 
theres 6 
FROM thence ſhe is juſt now returned, after a 
Cruize of about a Month; in which ſhe ſaw no Enemy, 
although ſhe heard of a French Pirate being in thoſe 
Seas, and looked after him ; and has in ſome Part fan- 
ſwered her Purpoſe, by encouraging the Veſſels there 


to ſtay to compleat their Fares. 


SHE now waits for Orders; and before I diſarm 
her, and reduce her Crew, it may deſerve Conſidera- 
tion whether it may not be adviſeable to keep up her 
preſent Complement, *till the KingGeorge is diſcharged 
from the Service ſhe is now engaged in; which I refer 
to your Deliberation.” nh 

Council-Chamber, FRA BERNARD. 

Sept, 11, 1762. 


A little only, accompanied this meſſage, with a 
ſhort was a." the Difference to the Neis by the 
Governor and Councils inlarging the Eſtabliſhmenr, 
which amounted to about Seventy two Pounds. But 
no notice was taken of the Commiſſary's and other Bills 
which muſt finally ſwell this account much higher. How- 
ever it was neither the meaſure, nor the expence of it, 


that gave the Houſe ſo much uneaſineſs, as the 


B 2 manner 
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manner of it ; that is, the inlarging an Eſtabliſhment 
without the knowledge of the houſe, and paying it 


without their privity or conſent, The Counc 
relating to this Affair ſtands thus. 


« At a General Council held at the Council Cha | 
ber in Boſton upon Monday the gth Day of Dec. 1761. 


| Preſent. 

His Excelleney the Governor. 

Hon. Thomas Hluichiſon, Eſq; Lieutenant Governor. 
Mr. Danforth, Judge Lynde, Brigadier Royal, Capt. 
Erving, Brigadier Bratile, e nan Hh Mr. Han- 
cock, Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Gray, Mr. Ruſſell, Mr. Flucker, 
Mr. Ropes. ; | 

Upon 1 made to his Excellency the 
Governor from a Number of Perſons Inhabitants of 
the Towns of Salem and Marblehead, for ſome protection 
to be aiforded to the Fiſhery, they having received an 
account of a French Privateer in the Gut of Can/6. 
Adviſed that his Excellency give orders for fitting out 
the Sloop-Maſſachuſetts, in order to proceed on a 
. eruize, to the Gut of Canſo, and Bay Vert, for the pro- 
tection of the Fiſhery, and to continue her ſaid cruiſe 
not exceeding one Month; and as his Excellency pro- 
poles to put on board twenty- ſix Provincials, and ten 
men out of the Ship King George, provided ſhe arrives 
ſeaſonably, towards manning of the ſaid Sloop: Adviſed 
that her proper Crew be augmented to twenty- four 
men, officers included, upon the following Wages, 
viz. Captain J. 5 6 8. per Month, Lieut. J. 4 © o. 
Maſter J. 4 o o. Maſter's mate J. 3 6 8. Boat- 
ſwain J. 3 6 8. Boatſwain's-mate C. 3 o o. Gunner 

3 6 8. Gunner's-mate C. 3 0 o. per Month, and 
each Private C. 2 13 14. per Month; and that the 
Commiſſary General put inProviſions for ſaid Cruize 
accordingly.” 


The ProteQion of theFiſhery is undoubtedly a very 
Important object, and the Province at the beginning 
of the War built a Ship of twenty Guns, and 

Wn | a 


il minute 
# 


a' Snow of ſixteen Guns, for the immediate pro- 
tection of the Trade. I wiſh the Intereſts of Com- 
merce were more attended to by thoſe who have it in 
their Power to cheriſh them. The trade in the opinion 
of ſome has never received a Benefit from thoſe Veſſels 
equal to the Tax Trade alone has paid for their Sup- 
part. However if more are wanted, when that neceſſity 
appears, doubtleſs the aſſembly will eſtabliſh more, in 
the mean time, no more can be lawfully eſtabliſhed at the 
publick Expence. There has been an Inſtance or two of 
the Governor and Council's taking upon them in the re- 
ceſs of the Court to fit out the Province Ship, in a very 
unuſual and unconſticutional manner, as appears by the 
following Extracts from the Council Records. 

«« 11th of September 1760. Preſent in Council 
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, the Honorable Ja- 
cob Wendell, Samuel Watis, Andrew Oliver, John 
Erving, Fames Bowdoin, William Brattle, Thomas 
Hancock, and Thomas Hubbard, Ejqr's. 

His Excellency having communicated to the board 
ſome Intelligence he had received of five Privateers 
being cruizing off the Southern Provinces in Lat. 39. 
28. and aſked the advice of the Council with reſpect to 
manning the Province Ship King George. Adviſed 
that his Excellency give Orders for immediately .com- 
pleating the Ship's Complement of Men, by directing 
Captain Hallowell to beat up for Volunteers upon the 
Encouragement of eight Dollars per man for the Cruize 
over and above the Wages agreable to the Eſtabliſhment. 
Ad: iſed and Conſented that a Warrant be made out to 
the Treaſurer to pay unto Captain Hollowell the Sum 
of One Hundred and ſixty Pounds ſixteen Shillings, to 
pay the Bounty of ſaid Men, he to be accountable.“ 

To the Honour of General Brattle he was ſingle in 
his Oppoſition to this Reſolution. 

„21ſt of May 1761, In Council, 

Preſent the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, the 
honorable Fobhn Otlorne, Facoh Wendell, Anarew 
Oliver, Fabn Erving, W. illam Brattle, Thomas Han- 
cocë, and Thomas Hubbard, Ehr“. WMhereag 
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Wbereas Intelligence has been received of two Pri- 
vateers cruizing off Block-Iſland which have already 
taken divers Veſſels bound to and from the Colonies, and 
the Ship King George having no more than thirty men 
belonging to her, Officers included, and there being no 
proſpect of any further men inliſting upon the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, and the appropriation for the Service of 
faid Ship being exhauſted, and his Excellency having 
my to put fifty men of the new raiſed Troops on 

rd faid Ship to ſerve for one Cruize only; therefore 
in order to compleat the Complement of Men ; adviſed 
that his Excellency give orders to Captain Hallowell 
to ſend the Ship down to Nantaſket without Delay,and 
to impreſs from all inward bound Veſſels, coaſters and 
Provincial Veſſels excepted; alſo to inliſt Volunteers 
upon a Bounty of ten Dollars each ; provided the 
money can be procured ; and for that Purpoſe it is fur- 
ther adviſed that a Warrant iſſue upon the Treaſurer 
for ſeven Hundred Dollars, fo be paid out of ſuch 
Sums as ſhall be ſubſcribed by any Merchants or other 
perſons, for the above ſervices, upon the credit of a Re- 
imburſement to be made by & the General Court at their 
next Seſſion.” 5 . 

There had been ſome other Proceedings that were 
very much diſreliſned by former Houſes, e. g. In 
three Days after the Heirs of Lieutenant Governor 
Phipps had received aDenial from theHouſe to bear the 
Expence of his Honor's Funeral, the Governor andCoun- 
ci] paid it. Some other extraordinary accounts had al ſo 
been allowed contrary to the known and expreſsSenſe of 
the Houſe. All theſe matters together alarmed the pre- 
ſent Houſe, and they thought it high time to remonſtrate. 
Accordingly when the Governor's Meſſage relating to the 
Sloop Maſſachuſetts was read, (upon a motion made 
and ſeconded) it was ordered as an Inſtruction to the 
Committee appointed to anſwer it, to remonſtrate againſt 
the Governor and Council's making and increaſing Eſta- 
bliſhments without the Conſent of the Houſe. Tho' 
: no 
* I with the words had been, * to be recommenged to. 
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no Notice is taken of this Inſtruction in the printed 
Votes of the Houſe. The Journal ſtands thus, Read 
and Ordered, that Mr, Otis, Mr. Tyler, Captain 
Cheever, Col. Clap and Mr. Witt, take ſaid meſſage 
under conſideration, and report an anſwer thereto.” 

Sept. the 15th, The committee reported the follow- 
ing anſwer and Remonſtrance, Viz. 

May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
The Houſe have duly attended to your Excellen- 
cy's meſſage of the 1 1th, Inſtant, relating to the Maſſa- 
chuſetts Sloop, and are humbly of opinion that there is 
not the leaſt neceſſity for keeping up her preſent com- 
lement of men, and therefore defire that your Excel- 
3 would be pleaſed to reduce them to ſix, the old 
eſtabliſhment made for ſaid Sloop by the General Court. 

&« Tuſtice to our ſelves, and to our conſtituents ob- 
lige us to remonſtrate againſt the method of making or 
increaſing eſtabliſhments by the Governor and council. 
It is in effect taking from the houſe their moſt 
darling priviledge, the right of originating all Taxes. 

« It is in ſhort annihilating one branch of the legiſla- 
ture. And when once the Repreſentatives of a people 
give up this Priviledge, the Government will very ſoon 
become arbitrary. 

No Neceſlity threfore can be ſufficient to juſtify a 
houſe of Repreſentatives in giving up ſuch a Priviledge ; 
for it would be of little conſequence to the people whether 
they were ſubject to George or Lewis, the King of Great 
Britain or the French King, if both were arbitrary, as 
both would be if both could levyT axes without Parliament. 
Fad this been the firſt inſtance of the kind, we 
might not have troubled your Excellency about it; but 
leſt the matter ſhould grow into precedent; we earneſtly 
| beſeech your Excellency, as you regard the peace and 
welfare of the Province, that no meaſures of this na- 
ture be taken for the future, let the advice of the coun» 
cil be what it may.” 

Which being read, was accepted by a large majority, 
and ſoon after ſent up and preſented to his Excellency 
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by Captain Goldthwait, Mr. Otis, Captain Taylor, Mr. 
Cuſhing and Mr. Bordman, | Porn 
The fame day the above remonſtrance was deli- 
vered, the Town was alarmed with 4 report that the 
Houſe had ſent a meſſage to his Excellency reflecting 
upon his Majeſty's perſon and government, and highly 
derogatory from his crown and dignity, and therein 
deſired that his Excellency would in no caſe take the 
advice of his majeſty's council. About five of the 


clock P. M. the ſame day Mr. Speaker communicated 


to the houſe a Letter from the Governor of the follows 
og. ERS e * 
P 5p R 3 ie 
T HAVE this morning received a meſſage from the 
1 houſe, which I here incloſe, in which the King's 
name, dignity, and cauſe, are ſo improperly treated, 
that J am obliged to deſire you to recommend earneſtly 
to the houſe, that it may not be entered upon the Mi- 
nutes in the terms it now ſtands, For if it ſhould, T am 
ſatisfied that you will again and again wiſh ſome parts 
of it were expunged; eſpecially if it ſhould appear, as 
J doubt not but it will, when I enter upon my vindicas 
tion, that there is not the leaſt ground for the inſinuati- 
on under colour of which that ſacred and well- beloved 
name is ſo diſteſpectfully brought into Queſtion. _ 
Sepiember 15th, To the e 
Honourable Speaker of the Fra: BERNARD. - 
Houſe of Repreſentatives.” | TOME 
Upon the reading of this letter, it was moved to inſert 
theſewords,to wit, with all due reverence to hisMajeſ- 
« ty's ſacred Perſon and Government, to both which we 
25 1 ja the ſincereſt attachment and loyalty be it 
* ſpoken“ © it would be of little importance,” &c. But 
a certain member crying Kaſe them,” ©** Raſe them,” & the 
propoſed amendment was dropped, it being obvious, that 
the remonſtrance would be the ſame in effect, with or 
without the words excepted againſt. Theſe dreadful 
| words, 


Meaning that part of the remonſtrance which is in Talick, 
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words, under which his Excellency had placed a black 
mark, were accordingly eraſed and expunged, and the 
Meſſage returned to the Speaker, | ra 
In the courſe of the debate a new and ſurprizing 
doctrine was advanced. We have ſeen the times when 
the majority of a council by their words and actions 
have ſeemed to think themſelves obliged to comply 
with every Thing propoſed by the Chair, and to have 
no rule of conduct but a Governor's will and pleaſure. 
But now for the firſt time, it was aſſerted that the Go- 
vernor in all cafes was obliged to act according to the 
advice of the council, and conſequently would be 
deemed to have no Judgment of his own. 2 

In order to excuſe if not altogether juſlify the offen- 
five Paſſage, and clear it from ambiguity, I beg leave 
to premiſe to or three data, X 1. God made all men 

| C naturally 


* The natural liberty of man is to be free from any ſuperior 
power on earth, and not to be under the will or legiſlative authority 
of man; but to have only the law of nature for his rule. The li- 
berty of man in ſociety, is to be under no other legiſlative power, 
but that eſtabliſhed by conſent in the common wealth; nor under 
the dominion of any will, or reſtraint of any law, but what that le- 
giſlature ſhall enact according to the truſt put in it. Freedom then 
is not what Sir Robert Filmer tells us, O. A. 55. A liberty for every 
one to do what he liſts, to live as he pleaſes, and not to be tied 
by any laws. But freedom of men under government, is to have 
a ſtanding rule to live by, common to every one of that ſociety, and 
made by the legiſlative power erected in it ; a liberty to follow my 
own will in all things where that rule preſcribes nor, and not to'be 
ſubject to the unknown, unconſtant, uncertain, arbitrary will of ano- 
ther man; a freedom of nature is to be under no reſtraint but the 
law of nature. This freedom from abſolute arbitrary power, is ſo 
neceſſary to, and cloſely joined with a man's preſervation, that he 
cannot part with it but by what ſorfeits his preſervation. & lite toge- 
ther. For a man not having power over his own life, cannot by com- 
pac or his own conſent enſſive himſelf to any one, nor put himſelf un- 
der the abſolute, arbitrary power of another, to take away his life u hen 
he plcaſes: no body can give more power than be has himſelf. 
He that cannot take away his own life, cannot give another power 
orer it. Locke's DISCOURSE on GOVERN' r. Part II. 
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naturally equal. 2. The ideas of earthly ſuperiority, 
preheminence and grandeur are educational, at leaſt 


acquired, not innate. 3. Kings were (and plantation 


Governor's ſhould be) made for the good of the peo- 
ple, and not the people for them. 4. No government 
has a right to make hobby horſes, aſſes and ſlaves of 
the 

The legiſlative, whether placed in one or more, whether it 


be always in being, or only by-mtervals, though it be the ſupreme 
power in every common-wealth, yet in the utmoſt bounds of it, it is 


limited to the public good of the ſociety, it is a power that hath no 


end but preſervation ; and thoſe can never have a right to deſtroy, 
enſlave or deſignedly to imporeriſh the ſubjects. 

Theſe are the bounds to which the truſt that is 2 in them, by 
the Society, and the laws of God and nature, have ſet to the Icgiſla- 
tive power of every common wealth, in all forms of government. 

Fir, They are to govera by eſtabliſhed promulgated laws, pot 
to be varied in particulat caſes; but to have one rule for rich and 
poor, for the favourite at court, and the countryman at plough. 

\ Secondly, Theſe laws ought to be deſigned for no other end ulti- 
mately, but the good. of the people. 

Thirdly, They muſt not raiſe taxes on the property of the people, 
without the conſent of the people, given by themſelves or deputies. 

Fourthly, The legiſlature neither muſt nor can transfer the power 
of making laws to any body elſe, nor place it any where but where 
the people have. I. Ch. M. 
Where the legiſlative and executive power are in diſtio& hands, 
as they are in all moderated monarchies and well formed govern- 
ments, there the good of the ſociety requires that ſeveral things 
ſhould be left to the diſcretion of him that has the ſupreme executive 
power. This power to act according to diſcretion for the public 
good, without the preſcription of Law, and ſometimes even againſt 
it, is that which is called PREROG ATIVE. - 

This power, while employed for the benefit of the community, 
ard ſuitably to the truſt and ends of government, ts undoubred Pre- 
rogative, and never is queſtioned. For the people are very ſeldom 
or never ſcrupulous ot nice in the point, they are far from examin- 
ing Prerogative whilſt it is in any tolerable degree employed for the 
uſe it was meant, that is; for the good of the people, and not-mani- 


 feltly againſt it. But if there comes to be a queſtion between the 


executive power and the people, about a thing claimed as a preroga- 
tive, the tendency of the exerciſe of ſuch prerogative to the good 
or hurt of the people, will eaſily decide the queſtion. Prerogative 
is nothing but the power of doing public good without a rule. The 
old queſtion will be aſked in this matter of Prerogative, * 


3 
the ſubject, nature having made ſufficient of the two 
former, for all the lawful purpoſes of man, from the 
harmleſs peaſant in the field, to the moſt refined politi- 
cian in the cabinet; but none of the laſt, which in- 
fallibly proves they are unneceſſary. 5. Tho' moſt 


governments are de facto arbitrary, and conſequently 
C 2 the 


ſhall be judge when this power is made aright uſe of ? I anſwer, 
between an executive power in being with ſuch prerogative, and a 
legiſlative, that depends upon his will, for their convening, there cap. 
be no judge on earth, as there can be none between the legiſlative 
and the people. Should either the executive or legiſlative, when 
they have got this power in their hands, deſign or go about to deſtroy 
them, the people have no other remedy in this, as in other caſes, 
when they have no judge upon earth, but to appeal to heaven. Nor 
let any one think that this lays a perpetual foundation for diforder, 
for this operates not it ill the inconveniency is ſo great that the ma- 
jority feel it, and are weary of it, and find a neceſſity to have it a- 
mended. But this the executive power or wiſe Princes never need 
come in the danger of ; and it is the thing of all others, they have 
molt need to avoid ; as of all others the moſt perilous, 
Id. Ch. XIV. 
% Fatherly authority, or a right of fatherhood ia our Author's 
ſenſe (i. e. Sir Robert Filmer) is a divine unalterable right of. ſoye- 
reigaty, whereby a Father, or a Prince, (and a Governor might have 
been added) hath an abſolute, arbitrary, unlimitted, & unlimitable 
power over the lives, liberties and eſtates of his children and ſubjects; 
ſo that he may take or alienate their eſtates, ſcll, caſtrate or uſe 
their perſons as he pleaſes, they being all his ſlaves, and he Lord 
proprietor of every thing, and his unbounded will their law.” 
| . Locke on Govt, B. I. Ch. II. 

He that will not give juſt occaſion to think that all government in 
the world is the product only of force and violenee, and , that men 
live together by no other rules but that of beaſts, where the ſtrong - 
eſt carries it, and ſo lay a foundation for perpetual diſorder, miſchief, 
tumult, ſedition and rebellion, (things that the followers of that 
hypotheſis, i, e. Filmer, and the advocates for paſſive obedience, ſo 
lbudly cry out agaiaſt) muſt of neceſſity find out another riſe of go- 
vernment, another original of political power, and another way of 
deſigaing and knowing the perſons that have it, than what Sir &. 
Filmer hath taught uus. Locke on Govt, B. II. Ch. II. 

This other original Mr. Lacte has demonſtrated to be the carſent 
of a free people. Ii is poſhvle there are a few, and I ieſire to thank 
God there is no reaſon to think there are many among us, chat can't 
bear the names of LIBERTY and PROPERTY, much leſs that the 
| . thiogs 
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the curſe, and ſcandal of burn nature ; yet none are 
de jure arbitrary. . 6. The Britiſh conſtitution of go- 
vernment as now eſtabliſhed j in his Majeſty” $ perſon and 
family, i js the wiſeſt and beſt in the world. 7. The 
King of Great-Britain is the beſt as well as moſt glo- 
rious Monarch upon the Globe, and his ſubjects the 
happieſt in the univerſe, 8. It is moſt humbly pre- 
ſumed the King would have all his plantation Gover- 
nors follow his royal example, in a wiſe and firit ad- 
Herence to the principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
by 1 which in conjunction with his other royal virtues, he 
is enabled to reign in the hearts of a brave and ge- 
nerous, free and loyal people. 9. This is the ſummit, 
the ne plus ultra of human glory and felicity. 10. The 

F rench 


things ſignified by thoſe terms, ould be erjoyed * the vulgar. 
Theſe may be inclined to brand ſome of the principles advanced in 
the vindication of the houſe, with the odious epithets /#di1icus and 
levelling. Had any thing to juſtify them been quoted from .. Col. 

Algernon, Sidney, or other Britiſh Martyrs, to the liberty of their 
country, an outery of rebellion would not be ſurprizing. The au- 
thority of Mr. Locke has therefore been preferred to all others, for 
theſe further reaſons, 1. He was not only one of the molt viſe, 
as well as moſt honeſt; but the moſt impartial man that ever lived. 

2. He profeſſedly wrote his diſcourſes on Government, as he h m- 
ſelf expreſſes it, To eſtabliſh the throne of the great reſtorer 
king William, to make good his title in the conſedt of the people, 
which being the only one of all lawful governments, he had more 
fully and clearly, than any Prince in chriſtendom. and to juſtify to 
the world, the people of England whoſe love of liberty, their juſt 
and natural rights, with their reſolution to preſerve them, ſaved the 
nation when it was on the brink of flavery and ruin,” By this title; 
our Illuſtrious Sovereign GEORGE the III. (whom GOD long pre- 
ſerve) now holds. 3. Mr. Locke was as great an ornament, under 
a crown'd head, as the church of England ever had to boaſt cf, 
Had all her ſons been of his wiſe, moderate, tolerant princip'es, we 
ſhould probably never have heard of thoſe civil diſſentions that have 
ſo often brought the nation to the borders of perdition. Upon the 
ſcore of his being a Churchman however, his ſemiments are leſs 
liable to the inviduous reflect ons and iplinuations that Bigh-flyers, 
Jacobites, and other ſtupid Bigets, are apt too liberally to beſtow, 
not only upon Diſſenters of all denominations, but upon the mode- 
rate; and therefore infigitely the moſt valuable part of 22 Gharch 
of 1 England IteJt, 
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Fcench King is a deſpotjc arbitrary prince, and conſe. 
juently his ſubjects are very miſerable. 3 
Let us now take a more careful review of this 

paſſage, which by fome out of dqors has been repreſent- 
ed as ſeditious, rebellious and traiterons. I hope none 

however will be fo wanting to the interefts of their cayn- 
try, as to reprefent the matter in this fight on the eaſt 

de of the atlantick, rho? recent inſtances of fuch 2 
conduct might be quoted, wherein the province has 
after its moſt ſtrenuous efforts, during this and other 
wars, heen painted in all the odfous colours that ayarice, 
malice and the worft paſſions could ſuggeſt. 
Fhe houſe afftrt, chat “ jt wauld he of Iittfe con- 
ſequenee to the people, whether they were ſuhſect to 
George or Lewis, the King of Great- Britain or the 
French King, if both were arbitrary, as both would 
be, if both could levy taxes without parſiamept.“ Or. 

in the ſame words tranſpoſed without the leaſt altera- 

tion t the , OT HT O70 
It would be of little confequence to the neaple 

whether they were ſubject to George the King of Greag 

Britain, or Lewis the French ing, if both were arbi⸗ 

trary, as both would be, if hoth could levy taxes with- 


iii. 1 
Thbe firſt queſtion that would oceur to à philoſopher, 
if any queſtion could be made about it, would be whe- 
ther the poſition were true. But truth being af fittle 
. with moſt mottern politiclans, we ſhaff tough 
lig tly upon that topic, and proceed to inquiries, of 2 
more intereſting nature. 1 


That arbitrary goyernment implies the worſt of tem- 
poral evils, or at leaſt the continual danger of them is 
certain. That a man would be pretty equally ſub- 
jected to theſe evils under every arbitrary government, 
is clear, That ſhonld die very, ſoon after my head 
ſhould be cut off, whether by a ſabre or a broad fagrd, 
whether chopped oft to gratify a tyrant by the chriſ- 
tian name of 72, Dick or Harry is evident. That 
the name of the ryrant would be of no morg avail to 


-fave 
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fave my life than the name of the executioner, needs 
no Proof, It is therefore manifeſtly of no importance 
what a prince's chriſtian name is, if he be arbitrary,any 
more, indeed, than if he were not arbitrary. So the 
whole amount of this dangerous propoſition may at 
leaſt in one view be reduced to this, viz. It is of little 
importance what a King's chriſtian name is. It is in- 
deed of importance that a King, a Governor, and all 
other good chriſtians ſhould have a chriſtian name, but 
whether Edward, Francis or William, is of none, that I 
can diſcern, It being a rule to put the moſt mild and 
favourable conſtruction upon 3 that they can poſſi- 
bly bear, it will follow that this propoſition is a very 
harmleſs one, that cannot by any means tend to pre- 
judice his Majeſty's Perſon, Crown, Dignity or Caufe, 
all which I deem equally ſacred with his Excellency. 
If this propoſition will bear an hundred different 
conſtructions, they muſt all be admitted before any that 
imports any bad meaning, much more a treaſonable one. 
t is conceived the houſe intended nothing diſreſpe&- 
ful of His Majeſty, his Government or Governor, in 
thoſe words. It would be very injurious to inſinuate 
this of a houſe that upon all occaſions has diſtinguiſhed 
itſelf by a truly loyal ſpirit, and which ſpirit poſſeſſes 
at leaſt nine hundred and ninety-nine in a thouſand of 
their conſtituents throughout the province. One good 
natured conſtruction at leaſt ſeems to be implied in the 
aſſertion, and that pretty ſtrongly, viz. that in the pre- 
ſent ſituation of Great Britain and France, it is of vaſt 
importance to be a Briton, rather than a Frenchman 
as the French King is an arbitrary deſpotic Prince; but 
the King of Great Britain is not ſo de jure, Je fads, 
nor by znclination ; a greater difference on this ſide the 
Grave cannot be found, than that which ſubſiſts between 
Britiſh ſubjects, and the ſlaves of tyranny. | 
Pei ps it may be objected that there is ſome differ- 
ence even between arbitrary Princes in this reſpect at 
leaſt, that ſome are more rigotous than others. It is 
granted, but then let it be remembred, that the life of 
6 man 
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man is as a vapour that ſoon vaniſheth away, and we 
know not who may come after him, a wiſe man or a 
fool; tho? the chances before and ſince Solomon, have 
ever been in favour of the latter. Therefore it is 
ſaid of little conſequence. Had it been No inſtead of 
little, the clauſe upon the moſt rigid ſtricture might 
have been found barely exceptionable. 
Some fine Gentlemen have charged the expreſſion 
as indelicate. This is a capital impeachment in poli- 
ticks, and therefore demands our moſt ſerious attention. 
The idea of delicacy in the creed of ſome politicians, 
implies that an inferior ſhould at the peril of. all that 
is near and dear to him (i. e. his intereſt) avoid every 
the leaſt trifle that can offend his ſuperior. Does my 
ſuperior want my eſtate ? I muſt give it him, and that 
with a good grace, which is appearing, and if poſlible 
being really obliged to him that he will condeſend to 
take it. The reaſon is evident; it might give him ſome 
little pain or uneaſineſs to ſee me whimpering, much 
more openly complaining at the loſs of a little glittering 
dirt. Td according to this ſyſtem not only endea- 
vour to acquire my ſelf, but impreſs upon all around 
me a reverence and paſſive obedience to the ſentiments 
of my ſuperior, little ſhort of adoration. Is the ſuperior 
in contemplatioq a king, I muſt conſider him as God's 
vicegerent, cloathed with unlimited power, his will the 
ſupreme law, and not accountable for his actions, let 
them be what they may, to any tribunal upon earth. 
Is the ſuperior a plantation governor ? he muſt be view- 
ed not only as the moſt excellent repreſentation of ma- 
jeſty, but as a viceroy in his department, and quad 
rovincial adminiſtration,toall intents and purpoſes veſted 
with all the prerogatives that were ever exerciſed by the 
moſt abſolute prince in Great Britain. 

The votaries of this ſect are all Monopolizers of offi- 
ces, Peculators, Informers, and generally the Seekers 
of all kinds, It is better, ſay they, “to givetiup any 
thing, and every thing quietly, than contend with a ſu- 

| perior, 
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perior, who by his prerogative can do, and (as the vol. 
gar expreſs it) right or wrong, will have whatever he 
pleaſes. For you muſt know, that according to forme 


With cheſe, 
The Love of Conntty is an empty Name, 
For Gold they hunger: but wer thirſt for Fame. 
Fr is well known that rhe leaft . patriotic ſpark”? un- 
awares ** catched,” and diſcovered, difqualifies a can- 
didkre from all farther preferment in this famous and 
flourlſhinng order of knights errant. It muſt hbwe- 
ver be confeſſed they are ſo catholic as to admit all ſorts 
trom the knights of the poſt to à garter anc᷑ Star; pro- 
vided they ire thoroughly diveſted of the fear of God, 
and che love of mankind: ;' and have concentrated all 
cheir views in dear elf, with them the only “ füu- 
« cred and well-beloved name,“ or thing in” the uni- 
verſe. Sce Cardidit Richlicu's Political Teſtament, 
and the greater Bible of the Scct, Mandevillès Fable 
of the Bees. Richlieu expreſly in ſwlemn carneſt, with- 
out any ſutcaſm or Irony, adviſes the diſcarding all bo- 
neſt men from the preſence of a prince, and from even 
the purlieus of à court. According to Mandeville, 
„Tue moral virtues arc the political offspring which 
flatter begot upon pride.” The moſt darling princi- 
ple of the great Apoſtle of the order, who has done 
more han any mortal towards diffuſing corruption, not 
only. thro' the three kingdoms, but thro? the remoteſt 
dominions, is, © that every man has his price, and that 
if you bid high enough, you are ſure of him”. 
To thoſe who have been taught to bow at the name 
of a King, with as much ardor and devotion as a papift 
at the fight of x crucifis; .the aſſertion under examina- 
mination may appear harſh ; but there is an immenſe 
| diſference 
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difference between the ſentiments of a Britiſh houſe of 
commons remonſtrating, and thoſe of a courtier cringing 
for a favour. A houſe of Repreſentarives here at leait, 
bears an equal proportion to a Governor, with that of a 
houſe of Commons to tne King. There is indeed one 
difference in favour of a houſe of Repreſearatives; when 
a houſe of Commons addreſs theKing,they ſpeak to their 
Sovereign, who is truly the moſt auguſt Perſonage upon 
carth : When a houſe of Repreſentatives remonſtrate 
to a Governor, they ſpeak to a fellow ſubject; tho' a 
ſuperior, who is undoubtedly intitled to decency and 
reſpect; but I hardly think to quite ſo much Reve- 
rence as his maſter, 3 | 
It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that a form of ſpeech . 
may be, in no ſort improper, when uſed arguendo, or 
for illuſtration, ſpeaking of the King, which ſame form 
might be very harſh, indecent and even ridiculous, if 
ſpoken to the King. | „ 
The expreſſion under cenſure has had the approba- 
tion of divers Gentlemen of ſenſe, who are quite un- 
prejudiced by any party. They have taken it to imply 
a compliment rather than any indecent reflection, upon 
his Majeſty's wiſe and gracious adminiſtration. It ſeems. 
ſtrange therefore that the houſe ſhould be ſo ſuddenly 
charged by his Excellency with Inpropriety, groundleſs 
Inſinuations, &c. | | 1 
What cauſe of ſo bitter Repentance, again and 
again, could poſſibly have taken place, if this clauſe 
had been printed in the Journal, 1 imagine. If 
the caſe be fairly reprefented, I gueſs the province 
can be in no danger from a houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives daring to ſpeak plain Engliſh, when they are com- 
plaining of a grievance. I ſincerely believe the houſe 
had no diſpoſition to enter into any conteſt. with the 
Governor or Council. Sure I am that the promoters 
of this addreſs had no ſuch view. On the contrary, 
there is the higheſt reaſon to preſume that the houſe 
of Repreſentatives will at all times rejoice in the prof- _ 


perity of the Governor and Council, and cont ibute 
| | D thei 


1 
their utmoſt aſſiſtance, in ſupporting thoſe two branches 
of the legiſlature, in all their juſt rights and prehemi- 


nence. But the houſe is and ought to be jealous and 
tenacious of its .own_ 3 theſe are a ſacred 


depoſit intruſted by the people, and the jealouſy of 
them is a godly jealouſy, 
But · to proceed with our narration ; on Saturday 
about a quarter before one of. the Clock, Mr. Secre- 
tary 'came down with his Excellency's vindication, _ 
which is as. follows. | | 
„Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, | 
1 Have received an Anſwer from you to a Meſſage of 
L mine ; informing you of my having upon a ſudden 
Apprchenſion of Danger, fitted out the Province Sloop 
to protect a conſiderable and very intereſting Fiſhery, 
belonging to this Province : Upon which Occafion you 
are pleaſcd to obſerve, that the Method of doing this, 
which you call making or increaſing Eſtabliſhments is 
taking from the Fuſe the Right of originating T axes, 
rows J one Branch of the Legiſlature, and tending 
to make the Government arbitrary. 5 . 
Theſe are hard Words: and the Conſciouſneſs of my 
own Integrity will not permit me to ſubmit in Silence to 
ſuch Imputations. T.know what the Priviledges of the 
People are, and their Nature and Bounds : and I can 
truly ſay that it has never been in my Thoughts to make 
the leaſt Invaſion of them. If therefore you think pro- 
per to ſend ſuch a Charge as this to the Neſs; I muſt 
deſire that my Vindication may accompany it. | 
In Order to which I ſhall firſt conſider what the legal 
and conſtitutional Powers of the Governor and Council 
are, then ſtate the Fact in Queſtion, and by Application 
of the one to the other, fee whether the Concluſions be- 
forementioned will follow. In this Diſquifition J ſhall 
not inquire whether any Neceſſity can be ſufficient to juſ= 
tify a Houſe of Repreſentatives in giving up the Privi- 
ledge of originatingT axes; as Io not believe that ſuch 
a Ceſſion was ever deſired by any Perſon concerned in 
the Government, or that any Governor and 2 
mee 


3 


ſince, the Revolution attempted. or ever will attempt 
W . TY; ED 
Ihe Buſineſs of originating the Taxes moſt certainly 


s to the Repreſentatives of the People, and. the 


belong res of the 
Buſineſs of iſſuing Money out of the Treaſury, as cer- 


tainly belongs to the Governor with the Advice of the 
Council. In general all Votes and Orders for the 
Charge of the Government originate in the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, and the Money for defreying ſuch 
Charges is iſſued by Warrant of the Governor with the 
Advice'of Council, without any further Reference to 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives —  - 
nt as it is impoſſible that the General Court ſhould 
provide for every Contingency that may happen unlels 
they were continually fitting ; there will ſometimes be 
Caſes in which the Governor, with the Council, is to be 


halte in dcin Mpney for Services not expreſly pro 
vided. tor by the General Court: Of thele there are 


two very obvious. 5 
The one is, where a e ariſes ſo immediate and 


imminent that there is no Time for calling together the 
Aſſembly. In this, I apprehend there is no other Li- 
mitation of Expence, but in Proportion to che Evil 
impending : For the Safety of the People being the 
ſupreme Law, ſhould at a om be provided for. 
The other is, where the Expence of ſome neceſſary 
Service is ſo inconſiderable, as to be not worth the while 
to put the Province to the Charge of the Aſſembly's 
meeting for that Purpoſe only, at an Expence perhaps 
ten or twenty Times more than the Sum in Queltion. 
This I take to be the Law and Ulage of every Royal 
Government on the Continent. In that over which I 
formerly preſided, where the People were very averſe 


ro frequent or long Seſſions of the Aſſembly, I have 
upon an Emergency, with Advice of the Congcil only, 
raiſed Three Hundred Men at a Time, and marched 
them to the Defence of the Frontiers; añd when the 
2 met, haye received their Thanks for To 
doiog. 


Now 
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| Now let me ſtate the Caſe in Queſtion. Moſt of the 
principal Merchants in Salem and Marblebead,who were 
conſiderably intereſted in a Fiſhery near the Gut of 
Canſs, in which I am told upwards of One Hundred 
Veſſels from this Province were employed, received Ad- 
vice that there was a French Privateer or Pirate cruiſing 
in thoſe Parts. It has appeared ſince, that this Alarm 
was not peculiar to this Province: It reached Qyebec, 
from whence an armed Schooner was fitted out to look 
after this Frenchman. It reached New-York, from 
whence General AxuhERSTH adviſed me of this French 
Veſſel. Theſe Merchants therefore applying by their 
_ Pepuries to me for an immediate Protection of their 
_ Fiſhery, E laid the Matter before the Council, and it hap- 
pening that the Province Sloop was juſt returned from 
Penobſcot, it was adviſed by the Council, that ſhe ſhould 
be immatliately fitted out to go to the Protection of this 
Fifhery :. this was done in the moſt frugal Manner poſ- 
ſible; out of Fifty Men put on board the Sloop, only 
twenty · four were charged to the Province, the reſt were 
drawn out of the Provincials employed at Caſtle- William, 
and . in the recruiting Service ; the Ammunition and 
Military Stores were taken from the Caſtle, ro which 
they have been reſtored without Loſs or Expence ; the 
Men were engaged only for one Montb, after which 
they were not to be continued without the Advice of the 
General Court. This is the true State of this *I'ranſ- 
action; and furely I may ſay it deſerved a very diffe- 
rent Animadverſion than what it has hal, 
No to apply it to the Cenſure it has met with: This 
was an Act which the Goyernor with the Council had 
a Right to do; it was a legal and conſtitutional Exerciſe 
of the Powers veſted in them; it was an Exertion of the 
Executive Power of the Government, diſtinct from that 
of the Legiſlature. If it was wrong and ill adviſed 
(hich I gon't mean to admit) it could amount to no 
more than an improper Application of the public Money, 
by thoſe who have lawful Authority to apply ſuch 
Money to the public Purpoſes, When this Diſtinction 

: is 
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is conſidered ; how can this Act, whether right or wrong, 
be applied to the Right of originating Taxes, annihilat- 
ing one Branch of the Legiſlature and making the Go- 
vernment arbitrary? - CE oe 
As for the diſcretionary Part of the Act, after J have 
had the Advice of the Council, and the Approbation of 
my own JOY and Conſcience, I fhall not enter 
into any further Argument about it, than juſt to d- 
ſerve ; That if the Governor and Council legally acting 
in the Executive Adminiſtration, and determining to the 1 
beſt of their Judgment and Skill, with a con ſcientious 1 
Regard to the Good of the People, ſhall be liable to be l 
called. to account for Difference of Opinion only, the 
Government will be very much weakned. But I ſhall 
perſuade myſelf that a ſteady Attention tothe Peace and > 
Welfare of the Province, which you recommend to Me; | 
will always ſufficiently juſtify my Conduct: and in that | 4 
Confidence I hope J ſhall never fail to exert the Powers 1 
which have been committed to Me for the Defence and 5 
Protection of the People of this Province, by all lawful 
and conſtitutional Means. WEE: BEE, 
Province-Houſe, © 


Sept. 18, 1762. FRA. BERNARD” 


5 


This being read, the Secretary inſtantly informed 
the Speaker, that his Excellency directed the attendance 
of the houſe in the council chamber. 

The two houſes had finiſhed the publick buſineſs ; 
and before this the houſe of Repreſentatives had by 
a committee aſked a receſs, ſo it was preſumed the 
houſe was ſent for to be prorogued, as it turned out. 
The Speaker roſe to go up to the council, without de- 
firing the houſe to attend him, the. uſual and regular 
form, which it is preſumed was forgot. But it was 

moved that his Excellency's vindication, according to 
his deſire, ſhould be printed in the Journal. This 
motion was ſeconded, and paſſed in the affirmative by 
3 = majority. "Then a motion was made and ſe- 
conded,-for a: committee to prepare a Reply to this 

| vindication 
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vindication in the receſs of the court, and to make 
report at the next ſeſſion; this alſo paſſed in the affir- 
mative by a conſiderable majority, and Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. Otis, and Mr. Tyler, were choſen a committee 
far ſaid purpoſe. Then the Houſe immediately attended 
eli in the Council-Chamber. When his Ex: 
cellency, after giving his. aſſent to. two or three. bills, 
pxorogued the court. | 
It was wiſhed, at leaſt by the moderate part of the 


Houſe, that his Excellency had thought fit ſo far tp 


give up the point, as to wave any cogteſt about it, by 
aſſuring the houſe, that if his right was eyer, ſo clear, 
he would not. exerciſe it, if -grievoys to the people. 
A like condeſcenſion crowned heads have practiſed, and 


found their account in it; as I am perſuaded his Ex- 


cellency would, if- the unanimous vote of thanks. from 
the whole repreſentative body of this people is worth 
any, thing. This J gueſs he would have had: And as 


it is a maxim that the King can do no wrong, but that 
whatever is amiſs is owing intirely to, thoſe about him; 


ſo, with regard to his Excellency, we ought to pre- 


ſume the beſt; and that it is to be charged to, the 
account of ſome weak or wicked adviſers, that this 
buſineſs did not end happily. However, the matter 
is now become very ſerious, by his Excellency's vindi- 
cation; which we ſhall next conſider. | 


 TheCharter of the province of theMaſſachuſetts-Bay 
has inveſted the Governor. and Council with power to 


iſe (without the concurrence of the Houſe, as it is now 


conſtrued, or rather as the genuine ſenſe of the Char- 
ter has been waved by former Houſes) the. monies out 


of the treaſury. But the Queſien is, Whether this 


wer be limited,? If it is un 


nited, the riviledge of 
evying taxes by originating them in the Houſe o 


| pan | Toy 
preſentatives, is of very little value, What EP - 


tative would plume himſelf upon the 3 of origi- 
nating taxes, if the money could be ſquandered N 


at pleaſure; which in other words may happen hereaf- 
ter to be juſt as the tools and ſycophants ol 


power ſnal! 


adviſe. 


1 


adviſe. This power therefore, in the nature and reaſon 
of the thing, ſnould ſeem to be limited, by ſome uſage 
or cuſtom, if not by ſomething more explicit. The 
words of the Charter are, © And*we do for us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, give and grant, that the ſaid General 
Court or Aſſembly, ſhall have full power and authority 
to name and ſettle annually, all civil officers within the 
faid province, for the time being; and to ſer forth the 
ſeveral duties, powers and limits of every ſuch officer to 
be appointed by the faid general court or aſſembly ; and 
the forms of ſuch oaths, not repugnant to the laws and 
ſtatutes of this our realm of England, as ſhall be reſ- 
pectively adminiſtred unto them, for the execution of 
their ſeveral offices and places; and alſo to impoſe fines, 
mul&s, impriſonments, and other puniſhments ; and to 
impoſe and levy proportionable and reaſonable aſſeſsments 
rates and taxes, upon the eſtates and perſons of all and 
every the proprietors or inhabitants of our ſaid province 
or territory, to be iſſued and diſpoſed of by warrant, 
under the hand of the Governor of our ſaid province, 
for the time being, with the advice and conſent of the 
Council, for our ſervice, in the neceſſary Defence aud 
ſupport of our government of our ſaid province or terri- 
tory, and the protection and preſervation of the-inhabi- 
tants there, according to ſuch acts as are or ſhall be in 
force within our ſaid province.” Here ſeems to be an 
expreſs limitation of the power. Nothing is left to uſage 
or cuſtom, much leſs to diſcretion. It is manifeſt from 
the Charter, that the Acts of the province are the only 
legal and conſtitutional juſtification to the Governor and 
Council, in iſſuing any money out of the treaſury: 
« According to ſuch Ads as are or ſhall be in force 
within our ſaid Province,” are certainly no unmeaning 
words. | | 
It is clear from hence, that without the aid of an A 
of the province, the Governor and Council cannot le- 
cally take a ſhilling out of the treaſury, let the emter- 
gency be what it may. It is agreed with his Excellency, 
that in iſſuing Money from the treaſury, as the charter 


has 


— 
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bas of late years been conſtrued, the Governor and 


Council are meer executive officers. They are con- 


trollers- general of the Treaſury, i. e. the treaſurer can- 
not pay without their warrant ; but then they are as 


much bound by the acts of the province, as the treaſurer 


himſelf. He, the Treaſurer, indeed may be called to 


an account, but they can't, being in other reſpects two 


branches of the Legiflarure. The only remedy there- 


fore is a remonſtrance, and when that proves ineflec- 


tual, the houſe may and ought to refufe to ſupply the 
Treaſury, and ftop a few Grants and Salaries ; which 
would ſoon bring matters right without any dangerous 
ſhock to Government, or weakening thereof; but what 
the whole world muſt impute to a Governor and Coun- 
cil, that would oblige a Houſe to have recourſe to the 
laſt reſort, but one; I mean as we are a dependent 
Government, a dutiful and humble remonſtrance to 


his Majeſty. | | 


The Parliament of Great-Britain have as the laſt 
reſort, been known to appeal to Heaven, and the 
longeſt ſword ; but God forbid- that there ever ſhould 
be occaſion for any thing of that kind again ; indced 
there is not the leaſt danger of it ſince the glorious 


revolution, and the happy eſtabliſhment reſulting there- 


from. It was formerly the cuſtom for the Speaker of 
the houſe to ſign all warrants upon the treafury, but 
this was at laſt either tamely given up, or at leaſt waved, 

It may be objected, that tho our ſupply bills appro- 
priate by far the greateſt part of the ſums raiſed, yet 
ſomething is always expreſly left forcontingencies, and 
theSovornor and Council may and muſt in the nature of 
the thing apply this at diſcretion. I anſwer, 1. Even 


his is iſſucd by force of an act, and not by virtue of 


expreſs appropriation in our acts, which hews that 


any general power in the Governor and Council, inde- 
endent of the act. 2. Neither cuſtom nor uſage fup- 


pole that this ſum appropriated for contingegcies could 


be applied to the fitting out of men of war, and make | 
ing ellabliſhments for them; for armed veſſels is one 
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this is not conſidered as a contingency, and that the 


aſſembly do not expect any further charge for thig 


article, than they have appropriated. * 
= © All our Governors and Councils have not always 


confined themſelves to the appropriation for contingen- 


cies. but ſome had e drawn for what they deem'd contin- 
gencies when they have known the appropriation to 
be expended, and in ſhort have not confined themfelves 
to any appropriation in payment; whatever they may 
have done in. the form of their warrants. 4. It the 


Governor and Council can fit out one man of war, in- 


liſt men, grant a bounty and make eſtabliſhments, why 
not for a navy, if to them it ſhall teem neceſſary, and 


they can make themſelves the ſole judges of this ne- 


ceſſity. The rumour in the cafe of the Maſſachuſetts 
was that fourteen privateers inſtead of one pyrate were 
cruizing off Canſo. What could this one poor ſloop have 
done againſt ſuch odds? Salus populi eſt ſuprema Lex. 
Why then did not the Governor and Council fit out 


fourteen men of war, or at leaſt enough to take four- 


teen privateers ? It has been ſaid that there were no 
privateers among the fiſhermen, but that when they 
diſcovered the ſloop, ſhe was taken for one, and that 
many of the fiſhermen ran home in a fright, and loſt 


their fares. How true this is I can't ſay, but have heard 


it reported, and believe there is at leaſt as much ground 
for it as there was to believe the ſtory of fourteen pri- 
vateers. The Governor and Council doubtleſs meant 


well as to the protection of the fiſhery, and had 


there been no unjuſtifiable extenſion of their power, 
every one would have thankfully acquieſced. The 
money for fitting out this ſloop might have been raiſed 
by the Goyernor and Councils promiſe to recommend 
a "reimburſement to the aſſembly. They might per- 
haps have borrowed it of the "Treaſurer upon the ſame 
terms, and the priviledges of the Houſe thereby would 
have been preſerved. It would be a very caſy thing 
E "08 

This veſſel's Fxpence was drawn fer upon the Appropriation 

for armed ycllcls, as appears by the War. ant and Koll. 
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te raiſe twenty times the ſum wanted to fit out this 
ſloop upon the credit of a like recommendation. This 
method was taken in fitting out the King George in 
1761, as appears by the vote of Council, and the Go- 
vernor's meſſage afterwards to the houſe of Repreſen- 


tatives, and their vote thereupon, which laſt are as. 


follows, 

« Gentlemen of the Houſe of e ee 
„The proviſion made the laſt ſeſſion for manning 
the King George was ſoon found inſufficient for the 
purpoſe, and after beating up for a month the crew 
amounted to but thirty men. In this condition the 
ſhip remained, when I received advice that there were 
two French privateers on the coaſt, and that there were 
ſeveral more to be expected: I immediately called a 
Council; at which attended a committee of the mer- 
chants. The council were of opinion, that the ſhip 
ſhould be immediately fitted out: and in order to do 
1s with more expedition, I offered that if the crew 
could be quickly compleated to an hundred men, I 
would put fifty provincials on board for a ſhort eruize. 
It was therefore © adviſed to raiſe ſeventy men, and to 
give ten Dollars bounty: But there was no fund in 
the Treaſury to reſort to for this purpoſe. It' was 
therefore concluded to order the Treaſurer to borrow 
feven hundred Dollars of the merchants on the - credit: 
of the province, (not on the credit of a recommendation. 
as it ſhould have been and perhaps was meant) which 
was accordingly done; and I muſt deſire you would 
take care for the repayment thereof.” 

The Houſe, after long debate,} and divers 
referrences, on the ſecond of June, voted, ** that the 
rovince treaſurer be directed to repay the ſeven hundred 
Þollars borrowed of the merchants on the: credit of the 
province, for bounty, in order to man the ſhip King 


George.” | 


I want to know why the fame method of raiſing the 
money might not have been taken the firſt time of 
fitting out the ſhip King George, and in fitting out the 
loop Maſſachuſetts. | However, 
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However, even this method of ſupplying the trea- 
ſury by the Governor and CounciPs ordering ſubſerip- 
tions upon the credit of the province (by which it is 
preſumed a recommendation to the afſembly is meant) 
is by no means a juſtifiable practice. 

The Governor and Council have naturally a great 
influence in all Houſes of Repreſentatives, and when 
the money is once taken up and applied, it would ſeem 
hard to make the ſubſcribers loſe it; and fo in time 
it would come to be a thing of courſe, for the Houſe 


to reimburſe all expences the Governor and Council 


ſhould be pleafed to create in the receſs of the aſſembly; 
and after a courſe of tame acquieſcence in ſuch a prac- 
rice, the Houſe would become as ſome deſite to have it, 
a very inſignificant, unimportant part of the conſtitution. 
It is therefore the indiſpenſible duty of the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, to be very cautions how they allow or 
approve of any expences incurred even in this way. 
His Excellency is pleaſed to wave any inquity 


_ « whether any neceſſity can be ſufficient to juſtify a 
| Houſe of Repreſentatives in giving up the privilege of 


originating taxes?“ for this reaſon only expreſſed ; viz. 
« don't believe (fays his Excellency) that ſuch a 
ceſſion was ever deſited by any Perſon concerned in the 
government, or that any Governor and Countil ſince 
the revolution, attempted or ever will attempt to tax 
the people.” TI wiſh I could exerciſe as much eha- 
rity towards former Governors and Councils, as for 
his Excellency and. the preſent honourable Cobrt- 


eil; but I can't. I am vetily perfuaded, that we 


have had ſome Governors and ſome. Councellors, fince 
the revolution, that would gladly have been as abſoluts 
as Turkiſh Baſhaws; and that the whole tenor of their 
actions has given convincing proof of ſuch a diſpoſition, 

A tax upon the people in form, by iſſuing a tax bill, 


and ordering an aſſeſſinent, I believe has not been at- 


tempted by a Governor and Council ſince the revoluti- 
on. This would be too alarming. The vulgar are apt 
to be forcibly affected with names and appearances, ra- 
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ther than by. realities. If the money can be drawn ove 
of the treaſury without any regard to the appropriations, 


made by the acts of the province; and the Houſe when- 
ever called upon, will without murmuring ſupply the 


treaſury again ; they ſerve the purpoſe of a very con- 
venicnt machine to quiet the people; and the money 
fows in with greater caſe and plenty than if the Gover- 
nor and Council were, ad libitum, to collect and diſſipate 
the public treaſure. a og. . 

It is obſeryable, that in France and other deſpotic 


governments, 'tis often with great difficulty, and ſome- 
2 8 | * 


times with hazard, that the revenue is col ſected. Had 
Richlieu and Mazarine convinced the parliaments that 
it was a great priviledge to be. allowed to vote as much 
money as was called for, and for any purpoſe the court 
mi zht want it, the government would have had the ap- 
pearance of liberty under a tyranny ; which to thoſe 
miniſters would have been a vaſt eaſe and ſecurity. But 
thoſe greae politicians either never thought of this re- 
finement, or, the parliaments were too {tupid to be con- 


vinced, of the utility of ſuch a plan. 


His Excellency proceeds, The buſineſs of origi- 
nating the taxes molt certainly belongs to the Repreſen- 
tatives of the people; and the buſineſs of iſſuing money 
out of the treaſury, as certainly belongs to the Gover- 
nor and Council.” To ſay nothing of the doubt that 
might juſtly be made, whether a non-claim, waver, or 
even an expreſs conceſſion by any former houſe, of the 
privilege of joining in a warrant, for iſſuing the money, 
can be binding upon their Succeſſors ? Would not a 
ſtranger to our conſtitution be lead to think, from this 
general aſſertion of the Governor, . that he with the 
Council, could iſſue money without regard to the acts 
of the province, and the appropriations thereby made; 
and that the houſe indeed, had no right to appropriate, 
but only to lay the burthen of taxes on the people? 
Eſpecially when his Excellency in the next period ſays, 
that “ in general, all votes and orders (and acts might 


hape been added) for the charge of the government, 


originate 
* 
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orjginate in the Houſe of Repreſentatives ; and the 
money for defreying ſuch charge, is iſſued by the Go- 
vernor, with the advice of the council, without any 
further reference to the houſe of Repreſentatives.” _ 

That this is true in fact, to wit, that after the money 
is raiſed, his Excellency and their Honors have no fur- 
ther reference to, or regard for the houſe, is poſſible. 
But that they have had ſome regard to appearances is 
certain from the form of their warrants. 


Province of the Ma ſucbuſetts-Bay. 
By his Excellency the Goverxor. 


YE are, by and with the Advice and Conſent of 
his Majeſty's Council ordered and directed to 
pay unto A. B. the ſum of 


Which ſum is to be paid out of the appropriation for 


4 0 


For which this ſhall be your warrant. 


Given under my Hand at Boſton, the Day 
of nin the Tear of His 
Majeſty's Rergn. | 7. 


To Mr. Treaſurer. 


By Order of the Governor, with the Advice and 
Conſent of the Council. A. O. Secr y. 


Now, if after the houſe have ſupplied the treaſury, 


the Governor and Council have a right to iſſue the mo- 


ney without further regard to the houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives ; why are the words Out of the appropriation far, 
&c. inſerted, but to ſalve appearances ? Otherwiſe it 
might run thus, Out of the public money is the 
treaſury.” © But as it is impoſſible, (ſays his Excellen- 
cy,) that the General Court ſhould provide for every 
contingency that may happen, unleſs they were conti- 


nually fitting ; there will ſometimes be caſes in which 


the Governor & Council is to be juſtified in iſiuing money 
a * i ; for 
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for ſervices not expreſly provided for by the General. 
Court; of theſe there are two very obvious. The 
one is, when a danger ariſes ſo immediate and imminent, 
that there is no Time for calling together the aſſembly, 
Tn this I apprehend there is no other limitation of ex- 
pence, but in proportion to the evil impending. For the 

afety of the people being the ſupreme law, ſhould at 
all events be provided for. The other is, where the ex- 
pence of ſome neceſſary ſervice is ſo inconſiderable, as 
to be not worth the while to -put the province to the 
charge of the Aſſembly's meeting for that purpoſe only, 
at an expence perhaps of ten or twenty times more than 
the ſam in queſtion.” Frequent and long ſeſſions I 
know are burthenſome to the people, and many think 
they had better give up every thing, than not have 
ſhort ſeſſions. But let theſe conſider that it is a very 
poor bargain, that for the ſake of avoiding a ſeſſion ex- 
traordinary, facrifices the right of being taxed by their 
Repreſentatives ; and riſques ten or twenty times the 
ſam in the end, to be levied by aGovernoy and Council. 
J know too, that ſome gentlemen in order to leſſen the 
weight of a Houſe of Repreſentatives, are conſtantly 
exclaiming againſt long and frequent ſeffrons ; the peo- 
ple are gulled with the bait, and the houſe when they 
meet, are often in want of time to compleat the public 
buſineſs, in the manner that they would wiſh, and the na- 
tare of ſome affairs requires. What is the conſequence ? 
Why, it is become a very faſhionable doctrine with ſome, 
that in the "receſs of the court, the Governor andCoun- 
eil are veſted with all the powers of the General Aſſem- 
bly. It is coſtly and unpopular to have frequent and 
long ſeſſions ; therefore they ſhall be few, thort and 
hurried ; and in the mean time, the Governor andCoun- 
cil ſhall have a right to do what they judge the ſu- 


preme law,” the good of the common-wealth, requires, 


and no limitation or bounds are to be ſet to the money 


they expend, but their ſovereign judgment of the quan- 


tum of the impending evil; for. the ſafety of the 
people being the ſupreme law, ſhould at all events, and 


= va 
by all means (but that of calling an aſſembly togother) be 
provided for.” This is a ſhort method to put it in the 
power of the Governor and Council, to do as they pleafs 
with the men and money of the province; and thoſe 
Governor's who can do as they pleafe with the men and 
money of a country, ſeem to me to be, (or at leaſt are 
in a pretty fair way ſoon to be) arbitrary; which in plaiu 
Engliſh means na more than to do as one pleaſes. As 
to thoſe inconſiderable ſervices, not worth while to put 1 
the province to the charge of an aſſembly; it ſeems to 1 
be of no great impartance whether they are 3 [ 
or nat. 2. There is always an appropriation for contin» 
gencies, great and ſmall. If this ſum ſhould be exbauſt- 
ed, ſufficient might always be procured upon the credit of 
a recommendation from the Governor and Council, for 
a reimburſement. 3. Any particular fer vice had better 
ſuffer, and the province ſuffer that way, than lofe ſuch 
a priviledge as that of taxing themſelves; upon which 
ſingle priviledge evidently depends all others, Civil and 
Religious. | 
His Excellency tells us of the law and ufage of 
every royal government upon the continent ;3** and 
that, in that over which he prefided formerly, he 
had upon an emergency, with the advice of the Council 
only, raifed three hundred men at a time; and marched 
them to the defence of the frontiers, and when the 
aſſembly has met has received their thanks for ſo doing.” 
Whether the aſſembly of this province equal the 
aſſembly of Neu- Ferſey, in gratitude or* any other 
virtue, I ſhall not preſume to determine. But this I 
am ſure of, that this: province has been more liberal in 
their grants to his iixeellency, than to any of his pre- 
deceſſars. Inftcad of any debate about bis Mary, three | 
grants have been made in leſs than two years, amount- | 
ing to near three thouſand pounds ſterling in the l 
whole; beſides the very valuable land of Mount | 
Deſart, which the province thought they had a right to | 
gragt, ſubject to his Majeſty's confirmation; and which 
Bis Excallency doubtleſs will have confirmed to _ 
A 
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All this with the ordinary perquiſites, beſides the full 
third of all ſeizures, muſt amount to a very bandſome 
fortune, obtafned in about twd years and two months. 
His Excellency has not been pleaſed to tell us, whether 
the aſſembly paid the expence of this extrfordinary march, 
Dr whether the Governor and Council ordered it to be 
paid? Now if the aſſembly paid it, as they doubtleſs. 
ought, after thanking his Excellency, and thereby ad- 
mitting the utility of the meaſure, their priviledge was 
ſaved. But if the Governor and Council paid it out 
of the treaſury, and the Houſe acquieſced in the in- 
fringement of their priviledge, it cannot be produced 
as a precedent for us, let it be ever ſo royal a govern- 
ment. His Excellency has a right to tranſport any of 
the militia of this province to any part of it, by ſea or 
Jand, for the neceſſary defence of the fame ; and to 
build and demoliſh forts and caſtles, and with the advice 
of the council in times of war, to exerciſe martial law 
upon the militia, but then it is with the Houſe to 
the expence, or refuſe it as they pleaſe. - No man by 
charter can be ſent out of the province but by an act 
of the three branches of the legiſlature. The King 
himſelf applies to parliament to ſupport his army and 
navy, and it is their duty to do it, and they ever have 
and will do it; and the ſupplies for theſe ever originate 
In, and are 1 by the Houſe of Commons; 
in whole money bills the Houſe of Lords won't pre- 
ſume to make any amendment; conſent or reject in the 
whole is all the power they exerciſe in this particular. 
His Excellency next proceeds to ſtate “ the 
caſe in queſtion, ** by which I ſuppoſe is meant the 
facts relative to fitting dut the {loop Maſſachuſetts. 
The facts mentioned, I take it for granted are in the 
main true, but the moſt materia] one ſeems to be omit- 
ted, namely, that the Governor and Council made an 
eſtabliſiment ; in conſequence of which the expence of 
this fitting out, or à great part at leaſt has been paid out of 
the Treaſury. by warrant from the Governor and Coun- 
cil, There is alſo a ſmall miſtake in his Excellency's 


ſaying - 
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ſaying the ſloop was then returned. She was expected, 
b nr her return was uncertain. Had the {loop been ſent 
a nd the pay or reimburſement referred to the Houſe, 
there might have been no complaint as to this particular 
ſtep. But the main queſtion is not as to the right of 
ſending the {loop, but of making, or increaſing her 
eſtabliſhment, — paying it out of the publick monies 
without the conſent of the Houſe; not only in this, 
but in a number of late ſimilar inſtances, that have indu- 
ced the Houſe to queſtion the right of the Governot 
and Council to draw monies out of the treaſury in this 
way. Or more properly, as it reſults from the remon- 
ſtrance of the Houſe, and his Excellency's vindication: 
The queſtion is in effect, whether the Houſe have a 
right to appropriate the money they agree to levy upon 
their conſtituents? 5 5 
It being pretty evident 1 hope by this time, that 
if the Governor and Council can iſſue what they pleaſe, 
and for what they pleaſe, that the Houſe has no right 
to appropriate; and it is as clear that if the right of ap- 
propriation is of any avail or ſignificancy, the Governor 
and Council cannot iſſue the monies from the treaſury 
for what they pleaſe; but are bound and limitted by 
the appropriations and eſtabliſhments made by the aQs 
of the province, to which by the way they are two par- 
ties of three in the making, 
Kis Excellency having given us his ſtate of the 
caſe in queſtion, proceeds to apply it to the cen- 
ſure it has met with” as his Excellency is pleaſed- to 
expreſs it. By which I preſume his Excellency means 
the application he had promiſed in the beginning of his 
vindication, I ſhall conſider, ſays his Excellency, 
what the legal and conſtitutional powers of the Gover- 
nor and Council are; then ſtate the fa in queſtion, 
and by the application of the one to the other, ſee 
whether the concluſion before mentioned will follow.“ 
Here again there ſeems to be ſome little obſcurity,” 
by reaſon of theſe words, © fact in queſtion”; there 
being no queſtion about > facts, but about the right; 
2 1 | | | not 
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not ſo much about the right of fitting out the veſſel, 
as. the, Governor and Council's right to pay for it out 
of the treaſury, without the conſent of the Houſe 
What queſtion can there be about facts? There is no 
doubt but that the veſſel was ſent, and that in conſe- 
quence of an application from ſome Salem and Mar- 
blehead, gentlemen. | Wa 

I therefore preſume to read the ſecond paragraph of 
his Excellency's vindication according to the 4 and 
ſpirit, (tho' not ſtrictly agreable to the letter.) thus, 
« In order to my vindication (dele to, 20bich), I ſhall 
I. Conſider what the legal and conſtitutional powers of, 
the Governor and Council are. 2. State the facts, 
3. By application, of the legal and. conſtitutional -pow= 
ers of, the Governor and, Council to the fact, ſee whe- 
ther the concluſions before mentioned wilt fellow.“ 
According to this diviſion; which in the ſpirit, tha” not 
in the letter, is a very goad ons; his Excellency has 


given us his ſenſe, of the legal and conſtitutional, pow- 


ers of the Governor and. Council. His Excellency, is 
undoubtedly, as well acquainted: with the nature of theſe, 
powers, as © what the ꝑriviledges of the people are, 
their bonnds and their nature, I preſume; his. Excele 
lency alſo, has che ſame, thorough knowledge. of what: 
the priviledges of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. are, 
their nature and their bounds; which laſt are more 
immediately the ſuhject of inquiry, than thoſe of the 
people. Tho! it is true, that the. priviledges of the 
Houſe are the great! barrier to the. priviledges. of the 
people, and whenever thoſe are broken down, the peo- 
ple's liberties, will fall; an er.. 
His Excellency having finiſhed his ſtate. of facts, pro- 
ceeds according to the meihod, premiſed to the third and; 
laſt head of diſcourſe, which is, with his Excellency. the: 
2 not of the caſe in queſtion, to the cen- 
ure it has met with, tho” the latter words ſeem- to im- 
port this; but of the legal and conſtitutional powers of 
the Governor and Council, to the facts, in, order to 
wake his concluſions. This is evidently his Excel- 
8  lency's 
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lency's meating. The nen is mental. The 
concluſions are expreſs. e firſt his excellency is 

leaſed to make is in theſe words. This was an act 
which the Governor with the Council had a right to do.“ 
Jam no great admirer of the ſyllogiſtic form of rea- 
ſoning, and this dreſs is very uncourtly, yet all con- 
cluſive reaſoning will bear the teſt of the ſchools. 
Let us try an Vcperiitent, His Excellency's whole 
vindication may nearly in his own words be reduced to 
this categoric ſyllogiſim. 3 

„All the money for defreying the charges of the 
government is iſſued by warrant ofthe Governor with 
the advice of Council, without any further reference to 
the houſe of Repreſentatives.” “ „„ 
The principal merchants in Salem and Marblehead 
were frighted with a rumour of a privateer; upon their 
application the Governor and Couneil took the alarm, 
fitted ont an armed veſſel, and by their warrant defrey- 
ed the charge out of the treaſury without any reference 
at all to the Houſe of Repreſentatives.” 
| Therefore, = | 
; 1. This was an act which the Governor with the 
7 Council had a right to do.” No man in his ſenſes to be 
ſure can deny the major propoſition, for the word is 
plainly implies a right; according to Mr. Pope 
and other great authorities, . whatever is is right.” The 
minor is a bare recital of notorious facts; therefore the 
way is clear to follow his Excellency in the reſt of his 
inferences. 2. Inference. Ir was a legal and con- 
ſtitutional exerciſe of the powers veſted in them.” 3. “It 
was an exertion of the executive power, diſtfa& from - 
1 that of the legiſlative.” 4. If it was wrong, Ke. 
. | HisExcellency then proceeds to aſk the Houle a very 
important queſtion, But before we conſider what an- 

ſwer may be given to that queſtion, and probably would 


* have been given, had there been time before the court 
was prorogued ; I beg leave to make a few obſervati- 

; ons upon his Excellency's three laſt inferences, I have 

carefully examined the Charter, and the laws of this 


F 2 province, 


wo 
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province, and think I may challenge any man to- ſhow 
any thing in either, that gives the leaſt colour of right 
to the Governor and Council, to fit out an armed veſlel 
to cruize upon the high ſeas, at the expence of the pro- 
vince, or to grant a bounty for inliſting the ſeamen, or 
to impreſs them when they won't inliſt faſt enough, as 
in the caſe of the ſhip King George, or to make an 
eſtabliſhment for the officers and ſeamens wages, much 
leſs to iſſue the money from the treaſury for defreyin 
theſe charges by warrant of the Governor and Council, 
without any reference to the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
who muſt upon ſuppoſition of ſuch powers be ſtrangers, 
total ſtrangers to the expence thus brought upon the 
province. „ 
But we are told that his is an exertion of the 
executive power of the government, diſtinct from the 
legiſlative.“ VV | - 
I am as much for keeping up the diſtinction between 
the executive and legiſlative powers as poſſible. Hap- 
py, very happy, would it be for this poor province, 
if this diſtinction was more attended to than it ever 
et has been. T am heartily rejoiced however, that his 
xcellency ſeems here to diſcountenance and explode 
the doctrine that ſome among us have taken great pains ' 
to inculcate, viz. that in the receſs of the general aſſem- 
bly the whole power of the three branches devolves 
upon the Governor and Council. If I may compare 
ſmall things with great, without offence, this doctrine is 
as abſurd as if a man ſhould aſſert that in the receſs of # 
parliament, the whole power of parliament is devolved 
upon the King and the Houſe of Lords. Had ſuch a 
doctrine always prevailed in England, we ſhould have 
heard nothing af the oppreſſions and misfortunes of the 


Charles*s and Fames's ; The revolution would never 

have taken place; the genius of William the third 

. Would have languiſhed in the fens of Holland, or eva- 

Porated in the plains of Flanders ; the names of three 

George's would doubtleſs have been immortal; but 

Great-Britain to this day might have been in _ 
an 
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and darkneſs, unbleſſed with their influence. I take 
it for granted therefore, his Excellency muſt mean. by 
« power of the government,” not the power of the 
whole province in great and general court aſſembled, 
but only the executive power of the Governor and 
Council, diſtin& from the legiſlative, as juſt explained 
by him. Names are ſometimes confounded with things 
by the wiſeſt of men. It is however of little impor- 
tance what the power is called, if the exerciſe of it be 
lawful. If the power of taxing is peculiar to the 
general aſſembly, if the charter has confined it to the 
.general aſſembly, as I think it evidently does, and 
this act of the Governor and Council is a tax upon 
every inhabitant, as it clearly is, being paid out of mo- 
ney raiſed by their repreſentatives upon them for other 
purpoſes, which muſt remain unſatisfied; and fo much 
more muſt be raiſed upon them as is thus taken away: 
It follows that as all taxation ought to originate in the 
Houſe ; this act of the Governor and Council is fo far 
from being an executive act peculiar to them, that it is 
evidently taking upon them in their executive capacity,or 
what other name elſe, you are pleaſed to give it, a pow- 
er not only confined by the charter, law and conſtitution 
of the province, to the general aſſembly or legiſlative 
body of the province, but ſo far confined to one branch 
of that body, that it can lawfully and conſtitutionally 
originate only in the Houle, 7 5 
If therefore this act was wrong and ill- adviſed, which 
T think has been abundantly proved, whether his Ex- 
cellency will be pleaſed to admit it or not; it could 
amount to more than an improper application of the 
publick money by thoſe who have lawful authority to 
apply ſuch moncy to the publick purpoſes.” Ir is 
granted, ſhould the treaſurer without warrant do ſuch 
an act, it would be no more than an improper appli- 
cation of the public money by one who has lawful 
authority to apply ſuch money to the publick purpoſes, 
by warrant From the Governor and Courcil. Should 
the treaſurer act without ſuch warrant, he would be 
; | accountable, 
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accountable, But when he has the Governor arid 
Conncil's warrant, that perhaps will juſtify, dr at leaſt, 
ought to excuſe him, be the warrant right or wrong; 
becauſe it would be hard to make him anſwerable for 
the conduct of his ſuperiors, and to expect him to ſet. 
himſelf up as a judge againſt the Governor and Coun- 
cil, one of which joins in his choice, and the other has 
an abſolute negative upon him. But upon ſuppoſition - 
the Governor and Council a& wrong, and miſapply the 

monies of the province, which his Excellency ſeems to 
concede, is at leaſt a poſſible caſe. What is to be 
done ? I agree with his Excellency that they are not 
liable to be called to an account, and it would be a 
ridiculous vanity and preſumption in the Houſe to think 
of any ſuch thing. We have no body to inſtitute a 
ſuit againſt the Governor and Council ; no court to try 

ſuch a ſuit ; all that would be left therefore in ſo un- 
happy a cafe (if the priviledge of the Houſe of join- 

ing in all iſſues from the treaſury has been given up 
by former aſſemblies, and that is binding upon their 
ſucceſſors, *© which I don't mean to admit“) is to remon- 

Nrate. This method the Houſe have taken in the pre- 

ſent caſe, rather than ar this. juncture reclaim their an- 
cient priviledge of joining in all warrants for the iſſues 

from the treaſury. However, I conceive that the right 

of joining in ſuch warrants can never die. But to 
confine ourſelves to his Excellency's inferences, let us 
for a moment concede that this act by the Governor 
and Council, at moſt is only a mifapplication of the pub- * 
lick monies. The conduct of the Houſe is certainly 
to be juſtified. The Governor and Council of the 
province miſapplying money, is a grievous event, a 
terrible misfortune, and a dreadful example to infe- 
riors. It would be enough to infect ſeven eighths 
of the petty officers in the community. Whenever a 


peculator, great or ſmall, ſnould be called to an account 


after ſuch an event repeated, and paſſed unnoticed by 
the Houſe, he would at leaſt conſole and _— 
even plume himſelf with ſuch like reflections as w_ 
b cs ; y 


, 


— I» 
My betters have done ſo before me. They make what 
applications they pleaſe of the publick money, without 


regard to law, or the duty of their truſt, and fo will I.“ 


'Tho? with regard to the preſent Governor andCouncil, 
it is preſumed a miſapplication can proceed only from 
an crrov in judgment, which the wiſeſt are in a degree 
ſubject to, not from any ſuppoſed pravity of inclination ; 
yet it would be of dangerous tendency, and therefore 
a proper ſubject of remonſtrance. A remonſtrance is 
not an inſolent and prefamptuous calling a Governor 
and Council to an account for difference of opinion 
only“, nor any charge of wilful evil, but only of 
error in judgment, and a humble endeavour to point it 
out; relying always upon their known goodneſs and 
wiſdom, - that whenever they ſhall diſcover the 
truth, they will readily follow it. The Houſe of Com- 
mons remonſtrating (as they have ſometimes done) L 
believe would be aſtoniſhed to hear their humble peti- 
tions to the Throne called « hard words: and grounilleſ# 
inſinuations, &c. and viewed, as calling the King to ac- 
count. It is true, that the Governor and Council may 
do many things, if they are ſo difpaſed, which they 
cannot be called to an account for in this world; but 
chis will hardly prove that they have a right to do them, 
eſpecially after the whole: body oh the people by their 
Repreſentatives complain of them as grievous. It is 
by no means a good inference in politicks, any more than 
in. private life. ot even in a ſtate of nature, that a mam 
has à right to do eveny thing in his- natural power to do. 
This would bel at onde to make a man's own will and 
his power, however obtained, the only meaſure of his 
ann ,, 13 5 | 80 
But in anſwer to his Excellency's. grand queſtion, it 
will appear that this act, and the like inſtances complain 
ed. of, are more than a bare miſapplication of the pub- 
lic money; they: are what the houſe called them « a 
method, (and they might have added: a lately deviſed 
method, the firſt inſtance almoſt being in the cafe! of the 
hip King- George, in 17 60. of making and — 
6:4 eſtabliſn- 
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eſtabliſhments by the Governor and Council,” in effect 


taking from the Houſe their moſt darling priviledge, 
that of originating all taxes.“ In ſhort (i. e. a ſhort 
method for) annihilating one branch of the legiſlature.” 
And it remains infallibly true, when once the Repre- 
ſentatives of a people give up this priviledge, the go- 


yernment will very ſoon become arbitrary, i. e. the Go- 


vernor and Council may then do every thing as they 


| pleaſe. 


His Excellency aſks, * When this diſtinQion is eon- 


ſidered, how can this act, right or wrong, be applied to 


the right of originating taxes, annihilating one branch of 
the Jegiſlature, and making the government arbitrary.“ 


His Excellency, thro' his whole vindication, ſeems to 


ſpeak of the ſingle act of fitting out the ſloop, and don't 
once mention the eſtabliſhment made for her, or the 


payment. thereof; much leſs the two inſtances of fitting 
out the ſhip King George: All which the houſe had in 


view, as is manifeſt by their ſaying, that, had this 
been the firſt inſtance, they might not have troubled his 


Excellency about it.” However, if this was the only 
inſtance that ever had happened of ſuch an exertion of 
the executive power by the Governor and Council, it 


ſeems to be very applicable to the right of originating 


taxes, and to have a tendency to make the Governor 
and Council of the province arbitrary. If the Gover- 


nor and Council have a right to draw what money they _ 
pleaſe out of the treaſury, under a notion of diſcretion 


which they are to exerciſe, as executive officers of the 
government; it follows, that for ſo much charge as the 
government incurs, by the exerciſe of this diſcretionary 
power, by ſo much the province is taxed by the Gover- 
nor aud Council, without any privity or conſent of the 


bouſe; ſo much charge then as is incurred by this dif- 


cretionary power, the houſe cannot be ſaid to originate. 
Their right of originating taxes therefore is ſo far taken' 
away ; their power as to this ceaſing and coming to no- 
thing, by the Governor and Council exerciſing it them- 


felves, without the houſe, may be ſaid to be — 
> . | And 


— 
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Andy when 450 power and N * any branch 1. . 
the legiſlature. ceales, is raken away and annihilated,qhen- 
the government js ſo far arbitrary. The houſe are ſo 
modeſt as only to fas. that in ſuch a aer ſoon 
become arbitrary.” *, ob ev artery 

Can any man be 10 RI Bp * to contend thats 
the province. is not as much taxed by the Governor and 
Council's paying for this ſloop out of the money already 
raiſed, as if the houſe, had voted it? What is the diffe- 
rence ? The people pay the 1 e whether the 
Sovernor and Council take upon 50 em to arm veſſels out 

of money raiſed for other purpoſcs, or the houſe vote 
to raiſe money for arming ye! els, When the money is 
gone out of the treaſur ry for arming veſſels, the debts of 
the province contracted by the three branches of the 
legiſ 44 muſt nevertheleſs be paid, and other monies. 
muſt be levied inſtead of thoſe taken away by the Go- 
| vernor and Council. And as according to his Excellen- 
cy''s diſtinction, there is no limitation of the diſcretiona- 
ry expence, ſo long as the $0 ood of the whole, in the 
opinion of the Governor an Council ſhall require it; 
they may ſpend every farthin ng in the treaſury, and | 
for what they pleaſe. Su upp his Excellency ſhould . 
judge it expedient and abſolutely neceſſary upon the 
apprehenſion of ſome imminent and immediate dan- 
ger (of which he is in fact abſolutely by the charter. the 
ſole judge) to march all. the militia to the frontiers. 
. This he can do without even the advice of the Council... 

: . Suppoſe the Council, tho? not conſulted; as they need 
not be, as to the utility of the march, ſhould place 
fuch abſolute 8 in his Excellency? s wiſdom as 
1 ſign a warrant for drawing every farthing out of. 
.therreaſury for the paying and ſublifting this armament. , 
Could not as much be ſaid for all this, as is laid for 

fitting out the loop? 

The Houſe of Repreſentatives, ſhould they preſume. 
to remoriſtrate, might with the fame propyety be given, 
to underſtand that © there was not time to Gall them 
together” 5 that * the danger was imncdiato-and immi- 

nent, 


Kr. 


upon che principles advanced. by. his 


authority to «ply ſuch money to the.publick purpoſe 
1 


© © * 


nent, and in ſuch a caſe there is no limitation of ex · 
pence, but in proportion to the evil: impending;? 
«1 for-the; ſafety of the people being the ſupreme law, 


- 
* „ 


ſhould at all events be provided for.” Furthermore, 
„this Was an act the Governor and Council bad a 


right to do:“ « It is a legal and conſtitutional ex- 
iſe of the powers veſted in them“ . It is an ex- 
ertion of the executive power of the government, diſtinct 
Kom the legiſlative. Nay ler us go but one ſtep further, 
and I think the reaſoning will be compleat on, the ſide 
of his Excellency, or on the ſide of the Hove, All. 


* 


ekings'are poſſible, and when his, Excellency and the 


_--"Councit we are now bleſſed} with, are taken from us, 


we may, haye x Governor and: Council, that after they 


have given out orders to array and march the, militia, 


and by warrant drawn all the money out of the treaſury, 
may alter their mindb as to the imminent, danger, lay 
by the expedition, but inſtead! of replacing. the money. 
in the treaſury. divide and pocket it among themſel ves. 
The reader no doubt farts at ſoch a, ſoppoſition)' 
tis only: a bare Face 28 ſtated. The Houfe might ' 


* 


poſſibly remonſtrate in fuch, a caſe. 1 T hold that, 


xcellency, it, 
would be. wrong in them fb; to do, and' that it ought to 
be taken for a ſatisfactory anſwer, That “if, it were 
wrong and ill adviſed in. the Governor, and Cougcil 
(thus to convert all the treaſure of the province to their. 
own uſe, which they might not mean to admit) yet it, 
would amount to no more than a very improper appli- 
cation of the publick money, by N who had lawful 


9.7% 


s diſtinction is conſidered, how could ſuch 


% When t 


an act, whether right or wrong, be applied, to the right 


of originating taxes, annihilating one branch of the. 
legiſlature,” and making the government CF 
Perhaps ſuch. future Governor not underſtanding Jaw 
diſtinctions ſo well as his Excellency our preſent Go- 
vernor, might expreſly add, and ſo good Meſſieurs Re- 
preſentatives you have nothing to do but to ſupply the 
A e 


( $1 ). 
treaſury aggin, tax the many headed mqnſter. e once: 
more; ind 6 when, yon have done it, the firſt momente 
T'rhinlg fit Ell draw, it all out again, under colour of” 
ſome faqflen imminent. dangen; and if yon don't like, 


it, you may een go g yourſelves, as, they of lege 
moſt certainly would richly defer ve, who ſhould ramely ; 


ſubmit to ſach u 


_F 
Fo copcludeè. Would all plantation Gpyernors re- 


flect upon the nature of a free government, and 
pri 


eſtabliſhed; and practice upon thoſe principles, int 


axiphs of the Byitifh, conſtitutlon, us nous ui 


tha. 


(a moſt of them do) of” ſpending their whole time in 


extending the, prerogative. 24 d. all bound +1 
would ferve the King their maſter, much better, 


they 


Bos 
and. 


make the heople under their care ipfinitely happier, 


Strange it is, that when King's and many other mjghs. 
ty men have fallen in their atempts upon the liberties, 
lantation Goyep-.. 

of George the 


of the people of Great Britain, that pla 
not's don't. all conſider, the, Act. of l yi 


ſecond, Chapter vii. which is a plain declzration of. 


the Britiſh parljament,. that the i in the cola 


nies are intitled to alf the privileges of the- people of. 


Great Britain. By this act of parllament even Foreigns, 


ers having lived ſeven years in. any of the Britiſh colo- . 
nies, are deemed natives, on taking the oaths of allegi- 
ance, &c, and are declared by ſaid ac to be hisMajeſty's-. 
natural born ſubjects of the kindom of Great, Britain, to, 
all intents, eonſtructions and purpoſes, as if any or every. 
of them had been, or were born within the kingdom, 
The reaſons given for this naturalization of foreigners, 


in the preamble of the act are, that ©* the increaſe of the 


people is the means of adyancing the wealth and ſtrength 
of any nation or country, and that many foreigners and 


ſtrangers, from the lenity of our government, the purity 


of our religion, the benefit of our laws, the aduantage, 
of our trade, and the ſecurity of our property, might be 
induced to come and ſertle in ſome of his Majeſty's vo- 
lonies in, America, if they were made partakers of the 
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2 An opprobious Name by ſome given to the People. | 
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ſolence, ſhould at any time obtain too muc 
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advantages and priviledges which the natural born ſub· 
jects of this realm do there enjoy.“ Nor is any new 


priviledge given by this act to the natives of the colonies, 


it is meerly as to them a declaration of what they are 
intitled to by the common law, by their ſeveral charters, 


by the law of nature and nations, and by the law of 
* God, as might be ſhown at large, had I time or room. 


All: fertled attempts therefore, againſt the liberty of 
the ſubject, in any of the plantations, muſt end in the 
ruin of the Governor who makes them ; at leaſt they 


will render his adminiſtration as uneaſy to himſelf, as 


unhappy for the people. It is therefore the indiſpenſa- 
ble d ay of every one, and will be the ſincere endea- 
vour of every honeſt man, to promote the utmoſt har- 


* 


mony between the three branches of the legiſlature, 


that they may be a mutual ſupport to each other, and 
the ornament, defence and glory of the people Provi- 


dence has committed to their care. 


I am convinced that if his Excellency will in all caſes 
take the advice of the general aſſembly, (which how- 
ever contemptably ſome may affe& to ſpeak of it, 1s 
the great council of this province, as the Britiſh par- 
lament is of the kingdom) that his adminiſtration will 
be.crowned with all the ſucceſs he can deſire, But if 
inſtead of this, the advice of half a dozen, or half a. 


ſcore, who among their fellow citizens may be chiefly 


diſtinguiſhed by their ayarice, ignorance, 8 or in- 
| weight at 
court, the conſequences will be very unfortunate on 


all fides. 


Had the writer of theſe ſheets any thing to aſk or 


- fear from his-Excellency, for himſelf, a very ſlender 
modern politician would quickly perceive the incompa- 
- .- tability of this performance with a court intereſt. That 


he has done every thing he could in his ſmall ſphere to, 


make his Excellency's adminiſtration proſperous to him 
and happy for the people, abundant proofs have been 


given; and they will one day be convincing to his Ex- 


cellency. He has never oppoſed his Exceliepcy inany 


thing 


© 83 ) 
thing but what he would have oppoſed his own Father 


in. And he takes this opportunity publickly to declare, 
that in all his legal and conſtitutional meaſures, his Ex- 


cellency ſhall find him a faſt tho? humble friend and ſer- 


vant : But the Liberty of his country, and the Rights 
of mankind, he will ever vindicate to the utmoſt of his 
capacity and power. 
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AGE 12. Line 6. for Dec. 1761. read Auguſ 1762. 
Page 20. line 5 from bottom, for inviduous read invidious, 
The candid Reader is deſired to correct any others with his Pen, 
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Advertiſement. 


IL anonymous Reflections upon this 
Performance, will be treated with 


neglect. But if the writer is wrong 
in the Principles advanced, and any Gentleman 


will condeſcend to refute them, and give his 


Name to the Public, as Truth only is ſought 
after, the Obligation to the Diſcoverer ſhall be 
gratefully acknowledged. 
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